Dear Parents,
Below you will find a short reflection on the lesson we shared together Sunday. As you know,
children in grades 1-6 along with all of the youth and adults of the church are all studying the
same basic lesson each week. Continuing the conversation past Sunday morning is a wonderful
way to help guide your children along their spiritual journey.
The info below will give you some background and provide a simple way to continue the Biblical
conversation and Biblical learning at home, as you drive around town, or when you have a
moment to chat with your child. I'm excited to hear about the conversations you are having with
your children as they learn more about who God is and how much He loves them.
As the rescued people of Israel traveled toward the promised land, God gave them laws to
guide them in how to live and to help them understand God's perfect holiness. God's laws
covered every part of their lives and were summed up in the Ten Commandments.
The Ten Commandments can be grouped into two categories: The first four laws deal with a
person's relationship with God and the last six laws deal with a person's relationship with others.
God did not give laws for the sake of giving laws; the laws had a purpose. Not only did they
show what righteous living looks like, they were part of the covenant God made with Israel,
known as the Mosaic covenant. (See Ex. 19:3-8.)
God had promised Abraham that all the peoples on earth would be blessed through him. (See
Gen. 12:3.) "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him for righteousness" (Rom. 4:3).
God's promise to Abraham would be fulfilled in Jesus. But God gave the law to guide people
until Jesus came.
As you talk to your children this week, avoid presenting the Ten Commandments as a burden-a
list of laws they must try to keep to earn God's favor. God is holy and separate from sin. His
law shows us what He requires-perfect righteousness. Our sin separates us from God,
but Jesus came to bring us back to God. Jesus is perfectly righteous. When we trust in
Jesus, He takes away our sin and welcomes us into God's family.
Point your kids to Jesus and help them understand that God is pleased with us because He
looks at Jesus, who never sinned. Because of Christ, we have a right relationship with God. He
gives us power through the Holy Spirit to "love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind" and to "love your neighbor as yourself" (Matt. 22:37-39).
Check this session's Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well as the Gospel Project for Kids
Family App for ways to interact with the Bible content this week.
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